Policy for Teaching and Learning in English (Reviewed 2025)
Brookfield Park Primary School Ethos

· Brookfield Park is a ‘can do’ school where we make a difference to every child and help them to achieve

· Each child is unique. Each child brings different experiences, skills and ideas into the classroom. Each child has the capacity to grow, reach their potential and exceed it
· We enable each child to unleash their potential and prepare them for a future that can’t even be imagined today

· We have the highest ambition and expectations for our pupils. Children here know that through hard work, application and good behaviour, anything is possible.

· We challenge, energise and inspire our pupils to have the highest aspirations for themselves

· We are proud to be a family school with a strong culture of kindness. Children are expected to show respect and kindness to everyone around them. We insist on good manners and high standards of behaviour at all times from everyone in our school community.
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Brookfield Park Primary School Vision

When looking to the future, our vision is to ensure that Brookfield Park is

     increasingly regarded as:
· being the number one provider of nurture and wellbeing in our community

· being the school built on good behaviour, empathy and consideration for others

· being one of the best schools in our community for both academic achievement and life skills development 
· being a school with a rich and broad curriculum tailored to meet the needs of every child

· being the school of choice and the thriving hub of the community


Brookfield Park Primary School Mission Statement 

· The school will be an educationally inclusive school - one in which learning, achievements, attitudes, well-being and the happiness of all members of the school community matters. 
· The school will provide a challenging, broad and exciting curriculum that extends into the world beyond the classroom, which will actively encourage, motivate and develop the talents of everyone in school.

· The school is committed to being a healthy and safe school. Everyone here recognises that investing in emotional, mental and physical health and providing a safe, secure environment is important. Through PSHRE, the school will support children in gaining the knowledge and skills required to keep themselves safe, healthy and happy, and thrive in their future.
· The school will ensure that all learning takes place within a collaborative, vibrant, stimulating and quality environment which meets the needs of our children. 
· The school will build the qualities of citizenship, in which children will be given opportunities to take ownership and responsibility and be encouraged to make positive contributions to their own learning, the learning of others, the school and broader society.

· The school will help children develop self-confidence and resilience and therefore independence, to enable them to become life-long learners, who make good choices and decisions.

English Intent
AT BROOKFIELD PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL WE WANT OUR PUPILS TO:

· Have an interest in learning new words and their meanings and rapidly develop a growing vocabulary; 

· Read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding; 
· Orchestrate a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual) to monitor their reading and correct their own mistakes; 

· Understand the sound and spelling system and learn the skills needed to become successful spellers;
· Have fluent and legible handwriting; 
· Know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in non-fiction, fiction and poetry;
· Plan, draft, revise, identify their own errors and edit their own writing;
· Have a suitable technical vocabulary through which they understand and discuss their reading and writing; 

· Be interested in books and read with enjoyment; 
· Through reading and writing, develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness;
· Understand correct grammatical conventions in both writing and speaking;

· Develop skills in speaking and listening which enable them to communicate effectively now and in the future in a wide range of situations.
IMPLEMENTATION
In the Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) children should be given opportunities to:

· Speak and listen in a variety of contexts and groups sizes and represent ideas in their activities;
· Use communication, language and English in every part of the curriculum;

· Become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for communication.

· Develop a love of books and stories through regular story telling; hearing stories; constant access to a range of books which are regularly changed and displayed in inspiring and motivating ways and through watching reading being modelled by all adults.
At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2) children should learn to:

· Speak confidently in a widening range of situations and for different purposes, and listen to what others have to say; 
· Write independently and with enthusiasm using language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds, they should also have regular opportunities to see high quality writing modelled by adults.

· Use new vocabulary in different contexts

· Read with increasing independence out loud to adults and quietly to themselves.
· Love books and stories, through regular class reading, guided sessions, independent reading and exposure to high quality book selections which are constantly refreshed and displayed in exciting and varied ways.
At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6) children should learn to;

· Change the way they speak to suit different situations, purposes and audiences and become active listeners who can offer relevant responses in a range of situations and group sizes. 
· Read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them both written and orally. They should explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works through whole class, guided and independent reading sessions.

· Write independently using language features appropriate to their age and ability and for varying purposes and audiences. 

· Become increasingly familiar with a widening range of vocabulary and use new words in different contexts.
· Love books, through constant exposure to high quality books being read to them and also available for them to read independently. They will hear fiction read regularly by adults modelling different reading styles and be excited by books and stories through their exposure to books displayed in inviting and motivating ways.
Speaking and Listening

At Brookfield Park Primary School we believe that Speaking and Listening plays an essential role in pupil’s ability to develop the important skills needed to access all other areas of the curriculum. Without the ability to communicate verbally with others and understand verbal communication then writing and reading becomes a distant goal, therefore the emphasis in English in the early years of school, particularly in Foundation Stage, must be on developing the skills involved in understanding the grammar and conventions of speech. Only then will pupils be able to make the important connections between written and verbal communication. 

With an increasing number of children starting Brookfield Park with poor language acquisition and communication skills we recognise the importance of modelling correctly spoken English, including correcting children’s errors when speaking and planning in opportunities for teaching these skills across every key stage. 

Opportunities for speaking and listening are included in every aspect of the curriculum and use of chatty partners and group work is seen as a key strategy for practising structured conversation and using technical vocabulary. Drama skills and collaborative strategies are employed wherever appropriate to guide speaking and listening activities and children are encouraged to join in with these activities.
Reading

The teaching of reading is broken into two strands, word reading and comprehension. We strongly believe that teaching pupils to read is not sufficient to enable children to become a lifelong reader and that along with teaching pupils the different ways of decoding text we also need to teach pupils that the pleasure of reading opens up new worlds and endless possibilities. We provide many different opportunities for this to happen:

1. Opportunities to access The Reading Room where pupils are taught how to select books they enjoy.
2. Enrichment opportunities with reading as a central focus are regularly provided.
3. All classes have a reading area displaying books in interesting and exciting ways with a variety of texts that reflect the different interests and abilities within the class. The books within the displays are changed regularly in order to keep the element of excitement, particularly in key stage 2 where pupils can easily become dis-interested and motivation to read books becomes more difficult to attain.
4. Books across the school are regularly audited in terms of appropriateness and assessed as to their popularity and whenever possible (through fund raising and book fairs) new books are added in The Reading Room and book areas in school.
5. All pupils are given a home reading book which they are expected to read at home on a daily basis. The home reading library contains a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books that are banded and colour coded. Pupils are given many opportunities to select their own books and are taught the skills needed to do this. In addition the Home reading areas have been developed to include two separate areas, one for each key stage. These areas are bright and stimulating with artwork, created by the talented artists of Brookfield Park, and brand new and exciting books are regularly purchased to include free readers at all book band colours.
6. All pupils have an opportunity to read with the teacher or member of support staff during guided reading sessions or one to one reading sessions depending on the needs of the children in the class. Books used in guided reading are specifically selected from the extensive guided reading library by the teacher to suit the specific needs of the group of children. 

7. All classes are read to by the teacher on a regular basis and the class novel is used as a teaching and learning tool to discuss new vocabulary or inspire writing opportunities.
8. Children are exposed to good role models for reading through regular modelling by teachers, support staff and other adults in school.

9. Pupils are given an opportunity to read independently whenever possible during the day either: a book they have chosen themselves; onscreen texts or texts linked to the particular topic or subject being taught.
10. Opportunities are often planned to encourage reading throughout the school e.g book fairs, book weeks, world book day vouchers, assemblies, competitions.
Stories form the basis of our early introduction to language patterns and conventions and are essential to our understanding of how words fit together and their meaning, they also form a big part of our culture and heritage and for these reasons stories are central to the teaching and learning for every child at Brookfield Park regardless of age or ability. In order to ensure story patterns are learnt and internalised by the children every teacher is providing opportunities for the children to be exposed to story language through class novels and where possible learn stories off by heart.
Writing

At Brookfield Park Primary School children in Years 1-6 are taught to write through 'The Write Stuff' approach to writing. This approach focusses on developing children's confidence while at the same time developing their love of the writing process. There are a variety of fiction, non fiction and poetry units for each Year group. Long term plans showing the units being covered in each year group can be found below. 

Each Write stuff unit consists of a mix of experience days, sentence stacking lessons and grammar focussed lessons, as well as planning sessions and independent writing sessions at the end of each unit.

Experience days 
The aim of experience days is to provide children with a rich experience which they can use to develop and enhance their future writing. These lessons range in structure and content. An experience day may include drama, research or language development.

Sentence stacking sessions
Sentence stacking is the fundamental approach that underpins The Write Stuff approach to writing. This is an opportunity for children to develop their ideas, their language choices and to understand how to bring their ideas to life on a page. Sentence stacking refers to the fact that sentences are stacked together and organised to engage children with short, intensive moments of learning that they can then immediately apply to their own writing. 

An individual lesson is based on one plot point from the text, broken in to three learning chunks: 

· 1.  Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s imagination and set up a sentence. 

· 2. Model section – the teacher models a sentence that outlines clear writing features and techniques. 
· 3. Enable section – the children write their sentence, following the teacher’s model. 
​
​This part of the unit is heavily scaffolded with lots of teacher input and modelling of vocabulary use, sentence construction and use of grammar with reference to the 3 writing lenses. 

During the initiate section children ‘chot’ (chat and jot) down their ideas from stimulating resources, such as pictures, music and drama. The children are encouraged to use ‘kind calling out’ where they call out examples of vocabulary, adverbs, onomatopoeia etc. 

During the Model section the teacher prepares children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar and techniques of writing taken from the writing rainbow. 
In the Enable section pupils write their own sentences, taking the opportunity to deepen the moment. ‘Deepen the Moment’ is where children are challenged to independently draw upon previously learnt skills and apply them to their writing during that chunk. 

Grammar Lessons 
Grammar lessons can be used in two ways: to prepare children for future sentence stacking lessons or to act on feedback from a previous sentence stacking lesson. These lessons are to focus in deeper on a particular skill that would be unable to be taught fully during a sentence stack.

Planning Phase 
The planning phase allows children to develop their own ideas. During this phase they will plot out the structure of their text and will use the lenses to structure their writing. There will also be time during this phase to develop vocabulary and to take part in additional experience days if required.

Independent Writing
All independent writing is to take place in independent writing books. These books move up through school with children so that there is a chronology of their writing journey.

Feedback
Feedback will be given to the children throughout each lesson. Children will use purple pens to edit their writing. 

Handwriting

(see presentation policy)
In EYFS focus is on pencil control and letter formation with lots of opportunities given for mark making for those children not ready to write letters and planned activities to practise fine manipulative skills.
In KS1 and Y3 handwriting is taught through regular short sessions in order to focus on letter formation and the conventions of handwriting; in other year groups it is practised through editing writing, spelling sessions and alongside other curriculum areas with a particular focus on presentation and fluency. 

The teaching of grammar and punctuation is taught through discrete lessons and also through modelled writing. In each year group a variety of genres is taught, practised and applied through other areas of the curriculum. Wherever possible the teacher tries to plan opportunities for children to visit every genre style each year although some of the genres will be taught in more depth than others.
Spelling and phonics
In EYFS and KS1 we teach phonics using the Twinkl phonics scheme (a copy of which can be found on the English page on the website). Phonics sessions are daily.

Spelling is taught daily in KS2 using the Twinkl Planit spelling , where appropriate and possible it is taught in small ability groups or if necessary on a 1 to 1 basis. 
Pupils are all tested every week on a spelling rule, particular grapheme they have learnt and practised throughout that week or on the specific year group spellings in Key Stage 2. A variety of spelling elements will be displayed in each class including commonly misspelled words, National Curriculum  year group spellings, rules for learning spellings, topic related words and the 5 strategies used to learn tricky spellings; these will be regularly referred to and accessed by the pupils and teacher. Teachers will not accept misspelling of words on the board or on work in front of the pupils; and will set high standards and have high expectations of spelling in all of the pupils’ books.
Planning

The long term plan ensures coverage of text types in every year group is varied and appropriate and that coverage of all of the relevant genres is even however this is not exclusive and does not prevent the teaching of other genres deemed to be most appropriate by the teacher. The long term plan will be evaluated regularly in consultation with all of the staff in school and changes will be made to suit the needs of the learners on a regular basis.
Planning is for the adults in the room and should be a useful and fluid process which can be changed and adapted to suit the needs of the learners on a daily basis. 
Homework

English homework will consist of weekly spellings, daily reading at home. Any further English homework will be set only as it becomes necessary on a class by class basis, as we believe that homework is not done for the sake of it but in order to move learning on and practise only those skills that parents could help us to embed and to extend learning in English outside the classroom. 
Pupils are provided with opportunities to develop and extend their English skills in and across the curriculum. Lessons will focus on teaching and learning in the following aspects of English.

1. Speaking and listening

2. Reading

3. Writing (including spelling and grammar)

Learning experiences will take the form of group work, paired work, whole class teaching and independent work and will provide pupils with a variety of learning opportunities which address all types of learners.
Class Teacher Roles

The class teacher is responsible for planning, preparing and assessing all English work for each child in their class. It is the responsibility of the class teacher to share and discuss the intended learning and planned tasks with the member of support staff and collaborate with support staff delivering intervention programmes to make decisions about who should be taking part in the programmes.

It is also the responsibility of the class teacher to ensure that the skills and knowledge being taught are in line with the year group expectations for their class with reference to the National Curriculum Document.

Record keeping and assessment data must also be kept by the class teacher and used effectively to plan and deliver lessons at an appropriate level.

Role of Subject leader 

The English subject leader is responsible for the leadership and management of English through the school. This includes:

· Ensuring continuity and progression throughout each Key Stage including EYFS.

· Providing all teachers with guidance about how aims are to be achieved and how each aspect of English is to be taught.

· Advising on in-service training to staff where appropriate. This will be in line with the needs identified in the School Improvement Plan and within the confines of the school budget, including sharing updates and reviewing policies put in place in school.

· Advising and supporting colleagues in implementation and assessment of English throughout the whole school.

· Assisting with acquisition and maintenance of resources required for the teaching of English within the confines of the school budget

· Monitoring of the subject to ensure maximum achievement.

· Assisting with target setting.

· Overseeing running of the library.

· Writing and updating a subject action plan.
Support staff roles

On occasions where a child is supported during an English lesson the member of support staff will support the child or group of children as identified by the class teacher in class. It may be necessary on occasion to withdraw groups of children from the lesson to work on a child’s individual or group targets; wherever possible all children will remain in class for the shared session and the support staff member will enable the child to access the shared session. 

English Governor

At Brookfield Park Primary School we have an identified governor for English who receives regular updated information about development in school in English and is involved wherever possible in monitoring of the subject. The English governor reports back to the curriculum committee on a regular basis.

Parental Involvement

At Brookfield Park Primary School we believe that parents play a vital part in their child’s education and as such we attempt to involve them at every level of their child’s learning by:

· Inviting them into school regularly to discuss their child’s progress and attainment.

· Written reports in the summer term informing parents of their child’s progress and attainment.

· Inviting parents/ carers to any curriculum evenings or meetings to keep them informed of up-to-date changes in the English curriculum or in the way we teach the English curriculum.

· Encouraging parents/ carers to help in the classroom.

· Inviting parents/ carers in to school for events such as the bookfair, reading with their child mornings etc.

· Informal drop in parent sessions focussing on different aspects of the curriculum which may sometimes be English etc.

Able gifted and Talented

Pupils who consistently display ability in English above that of their peers and who achieve above average results for their appropriate age and make above average progress will be recorded on a register by the A,G&T leader and this progress and attainment will be monitored to ensure these children are given access to learning which offers them breadth and depth of the subject and allows them to master the skills through the challenges offered to them. 
SEN

(see policy)

Pupils who need additional support in any aspects of English will have identified targets for these areas on their own ‘Learning Plans’. Pupils on the SEN register will have full access to every part of the English session and independent work will be set at an appropriate level for each child which will give them plenty of opportunities to practise and consolidate learning targets from their LP.

Cross Curricular links

English encompasses every aspect of the curriculum and the skills involved in speaking and listening, reading and writing can be taught and practised in every subject in the curriculum. Teachers will ensure English skills are taught through other areas of the curriculum through learning opportunities which practise and consolidate skills taught in English lessons. It is vital that the child see the links between each subject and understand how the skills they learn in English must be applied to learning in other subjects.
IMPACT
Assessment for Learning

Assessment of attainment in English is carried out in a number of ways both informally and through formal assessment. The following are used on a regular basis:

· Assessment for learning. 

· Peer assessment of pupils work.
· Writing is assessed through regular teacher assessment. This judgement is made using the children’s independent writing and other writing across the curriculum along with specific English tasks. Teacher assessments are moderated with colleagues in school and colleagues within other SHARES schools. Assessment data; including end of year assessments and baseline assessments etc are used to help set end of year targets in reading, writing and grammar .
· Spellings are currently assessed through spelling age tests and a formal end of term tests and more informal testing carried out throughout the year.

· Pupil’s progress and achievement in English are assessed and tracked on a termly basis through assessment data which is entered onto The Lancashire Pupil Tracker along with the school’s own trackers. Data is then analysed by all staff and SLT. Pupils are tracked against different criteria including higher achieving learners and those classed as pupil premium.
· Regular pupil progress meetings are held throughout the year to discuss any children who are not achieving their potential in reading and writing and steps are put in place to address the issues such as extra adult support, intervention programmes etc. 
· Pupils assess their own progress against individual targets and are taught to recognise their own next steps to improve their work.

· Pupils independent writing is self-edited with support from the class teacher and where appropriate peers. Any detailed marking in English should take place during the guided writing or planning opportunities (see marking policy).
Monitoring

Monitoring of the standards of teaching and learning and progress made by the pupils in English across the school is the responsibility of the head teacher, subject leader, English governor and key stage leaders. Monitoring will include scrutiny of books, lesson observations, pupil interviews, analysis of data and staff meetings to evaluate effectiveness of policies. The results of any monitoring under-taken by the subject leader will be shared with the staff either formally or informally and will form the basis of the English action plan and used to identify future training needs.
Review

This policy will be reviewed and modified as and when needed.
